
 

 

 
 
 
 

Outcomes Committee 

 

AGENDA 

DATE OF MEETING: 14 April 2026 

LOCATION: Staff Lunch Room 

TIME: 6.30pm 
 
 

 
Statement of Ethical Obligations 

 
The Mayor and Councillors are reminded that they remain bound by the 
Oath/Affirmation of Office made at the start of the council term to undertake their 
civic duties in the best interests of the people of Fairfield City and to faithfully and 
impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in them 
under the Local Government Act or any other Act, to the best of their skill and 
judgement.  
 
The Mayor and Councillors are also reminded of the requirement for disclosure of 
conflicts of interest in relation to items listed for consideration on the Agenda or 
which are considered at this meeting in accordance with the Code of Conduct and 
Code of Meeting Practice. 
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ITEM SUBJECT PAGE 

 
- APOLOGIES AND REASONS ACCEPTED 

- CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

SECTION A 
‘Matters referred to Council for its decision’ 

 
There are no reports submitted for this section. 

SECTION B 
‘Matters submitted to the Committee for decision subject to the right of referral’ 

 
26: Major Projects Update - March 2026 

File Number:  23/34318, 23/13402 ................................................................................ 4 
 

27: Monthly Investment Report - March 2026 
File Number:  25/23527 ............................................................................................... 20 

 
28: Appointment to the Aboriginal Advisory Committee 

File Number:  24/35722 ............................................................................................... 42 
 

29: Arts Advisory Committee - March 2026 
File Number:  25/19170 ............................................................................................... 53 

 
30: Mayor's Crime Prevention Reference Group - March 2026 

 
AT-A - Mayors Crime Prevention Reference Group Minutes - 16 March 2026 - 
RESTRICTED - It is recommended that the Council resolve into Closed Session with the 
press and public excluded to allow consideration of this item, as provided for under 
Section 10A(2)(e) of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the grounds that: 
(e) information that would, if disclosed, prejudice the maintenance of law. 
and dealing with the matter in Open Session would be, on balance, contrary to the public 
interest because the disclosure of this information would endanger or prejudice any 
system or procedure for protecting the life, health or safety of any person. 

File Number:  25/27944 ............................................................................................... 58 
 

31: Youth Advisory Committee - March 2026 
File Number:  25/19063 ............................................................................................... 65 
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SUBJECT: Major Projects Update - March 2026   
  

 
FILE NUMBER: 23/34318, 23/13402  
 

 
REPORT BY: Mohammad Mamun, Project Manager; Mario Rajanayake, Senior 

Contracts and Planning Engineer; Suhail Sayeed, Contracts and Planning 
Co-ordinator; Stuart McDougall, Major Projects Co-ordinator; Nina Tran, 
Project Manager; Mark Gray, Major Projects Co-ordinator 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the report be received and noted. 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
There are no supporting documents for this report. 
 

 

 
CITY PLAN 
 
This report is linked to Theme 2 Places and Infrastructure in the Fairfield City Plan. 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The high-level status of the major projects is shown in the following table. 
 

Project Status Summary of Critical or Evolving Risk 

Fairfield Showground 
Community and Events 
Centre 

 

The State Significant Development Application 
(SSDA) assessment has issued the draft 
conditions of approval for comment. 
Modifications to access road and car parking 
request for tender (RFT119-26) was released on 
19 March 2026. 
Preparations for the selective tender for the main 
facility continue. 

Brenan Park  

Detailed design and tender preparation continue.     
Additional work to address NSW Environment 
Protection Authority (EPA) requirements will 
delay tender issue. 

Mimosa Road Detention 
Basin  

Project reached practical completion on 27 
March 2026. 
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Project Status Summary of Critical or Evolving Risk 

Avenel Park  

The Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) 
has been resubmitted to Heritage NSW for 
evaluation. 

Bold Park Remediation  

A procurement report is being developed for 
Council adoption of the panel recommendation at 
the Council meeting in April 2026. 

Powhatan Park Floodlight 
Renewal  

Progress is ongoing, with recent wet weather 
contributing to a minor delay. 

 
Key: 

 Critical risk or issue affecting project delivery 

 Evolving risk to be managed 

 Project on track 

 
Key actions or activities in the last period: 
 

• Showground’s Community and Events Centre 
o SSDA requests for information continue to be managed. 

o SSDA draft conditions of approval issued for comment. 

o The 100% detailed design is finalised. 

o Tender for the replacement amenities was withdrawn and all tenderers notified. 

o Tender for the roads and car parks early works released on 19 March 2026. 

o Selective tender for the main facility is being compiled. 

 

• Brenan Park 
o Design development continuing for resolution of detailed design for tendering. 

o Documentation for the request for tender to the landscape works panel in early 

2026 continues. 
o NSW EPA requirements for additional information to support the Remedial Action 

Plan being sourced.  This creates a delay in the project as tender release is 
dependent on the Remedial Action Plan and Chemical Control Order being 
approved. 

 

• Mimosa Road Detention Basin 
o The detention basin outlet structure reached Practical Completion on the 27 

March 2026. 
o This project is now in Defects Liability for 12 months. 

 

• Bold Park Remediation 
o Council seal and approval are complete for the lot consolidation at Bold Park. 

o Tender report prepared for consideration at the April Council meeting. 

 

• Powhatan Park Floodlight Renewal 

• Staged construction works continue. 
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PROJECT:  FAIRFIELD SHOWGROUND COMMUNITY AND EVENTS CENTRE (FCEC) 
 
The Community and Events Centre (SP24913) is a community and events facility integrated 
with Fairfield Showground's operations. 
 
In November 2023, the Council engaged Noel Bell Ridley Smith and Partners (NBRS) as 
the lead architect for the design development of the Showground facility.  Savills Project 
Management Pty Ltd has been appointed to provide specialist project management services 
to support project delivery. 
 
Project Status Overview 
 
The project is seeking planning approval while developing the detailed design. 
 
The key tasks and activities in progress are: 
 

• Detailed design for the service road and car parking is complete. 

• The 100% detailed design for the Community and Events Centre is complete with the 
internal review process and stakeholder sign-off underway. 

• RFT 116-26 Construction of Ancillary Buildings was released to market on 22 January 
2026.  Tender closed on 18 February 2026 and the tender was withdrawn. 

• Preparation of a facility management plan for the new complex and site to balance 
activities (events, markets, etc.) and site constraints. 

• Ongoing procurement planning and tender preparation for the delivery of the 
Community and Events Centre continues. 

• Notification documents being prepared to the Office of Local Government (OLG) under 
the Capital Expenditure (CAPEX) Guidelines. 

 
Project Scope 
 
No changes to scope have been approved in the last 4 weeks. 
 
Project Exclusions 
 
The project includes the concept design for the overflow car park on the adjacent golf course 
(as the access influences the road layout and parking numbers).  However, funding for the 
design and construction of the overflow parking area and access road/bridge is not included 
in the project. 
 
Temporary 2-Way Road 
 
To ensure the continued operation of the Showground during construction of the new road 
link and car parking, a temporary 2-way access road is being established within the site (see 
following diagram). 
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Figure FCEC 1:  Renders of the new facility. 

 
Figure FCEC 2:  Temporary 2-way road. 



 
OUTCOMES COMMITTEE 

  
Meeting Date 14 April 2026  Item Number. 26 
 

 

OUT14042026_4.DOCX 
Outcomes Committee 

Section B 
Page 8 

 

This temporary arrangement allows contractors to separate construction traffic from public 
and event-related movements, significantly reducing disruption to ongoing activities at the 
Showground.  It enables works to proceed safely while maintaining uninterrupted access for 
staff, visitors, and event operations.  This approach also improves site safety, by minimising 
interaction between construction traffic and the public. 
 
The works form part of the Review of Environmental Factors (REF) 2 package and are 
scheduled to commence in July 2026. 
 
Deer Bush Dog Training Club – Relocation and Demolition Update 
 
The demolition contract for the existing dog club building has now been awarded.  
Demolition works are scheduled to commence in the second week of April 2026, following 
the completion of the Easter Fair, to minimise disruption to key Showground events. 
 
To support continuity of the club’s activities, a new purpose-built dog training shed has been 
constructed at King Park, providing an alternative facility for ongoing operations. 
 
Grant Agreement 
 
Council nominated the Community and Event Centre for the Local Government allocation 
under the Western Sydney Infrastructure Grants (WSIG) program.  A funding deed is in 
place and defines community outcomes expected from the project. 
 
No recent variations or changes to the deliverables has occurred. 
 
Project Funding 
 
The project involves a significant expenditure of funds to build the new facility.  Council 
adopted the 2025/26 – 2028/29 Delivery Program at the Council Meeting on 27 May 2025.  
This included the Community and Event Centre funding as follows: 
 

Funding Source 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28 TOTAL 
General $33   $33 

Infrastructure Reserve  $2,639 $13,960 $16,599 
Section 7.11  $1,235  $1,235 
Section 7.12 $5,000 $3,000 $4,540 $12,540 
WSIG Grant $7,500 $13,724  $21,224 

Total $12,533 $20,598 $18,500 $51,631 
Note:  Values are in ‘000’s. 

 
A key element of the project funding is the WSIG – Council Allocation of $28 million. 
 
The overall cost of the project is set to not exceed $60 million within the existing scope. 
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Figure FCEC 3:  Site Plan Ground Level. 

 
Project Milestones 
 

Key Milestones Target Date Status 

MAIN FACILITY 

Concept Design Revision June 2024 Complete 

Consultant Reports for SSDA submission May 2025 Complete 

SSDA Lodgement September 2025 Complete 

Expression of Interest (EOI) September 2025 Complete 

Detailed Design Completion December 2025 Complete 

Select RFT for Main Building Construction May 2026 Delayed 

Construction Commencement January 2027 Delayed 

Construction Completion for Main Building Works August 2028 Delayed 

Temporary Toilets 

Procurement of Temporary Toilets May 2026 On Track 

Manufacture (lead time of 15 weeks) September 2026 On Track 

Delivery and Installation of Temporary Toilets October 2026 On Track 

Completion of Temporary Toilets October 2026 On Track 

ROADS AND CARPARKING 

Concept Design for Carparking May 2025 Complete 

REF Submission September 2025 Complete 

REF Authorisation December 2025 Complete 

Contractor Procurement March 2026 On Track 

Construction Start for Roads and Carparking June 2026 Not Commenced 

Completion of Roads and Carparking December 2026 Not Commenced 
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Project Status 
 

MAIN FACILITY 

Concept Design  100% 

Planning Approval     70% 

Detailed Design  100% 

Construction           0% 

ROADS AND CARPARKING 

Concept Design  100% 

Planning Approval  100% 

Detailed Design  100% 

Construction           0% 

 
Procurement Activity 
 
The current procurement activity is: 
 

• RFT for the replacement amenities is withdrawn. 

• RFT for the road and car park adjustments was released to market. 

• RFT for the head contractor preparations continue. 

• Sourcing alternate provision for toilets and amenities. 
 
Project Cost Estimate and Contingencies 
 

Project Commitments $4,710,000.00 

Projects Actuals to 27 March 2026 $4,540,000.00 

Project Limit $60,000,000.00 

 
Budget Summary 2025/2026 Operational Plan 
 

Project (CAPEX) Budget 25/26 $8,000,000.00 

Projects Actuals to 27 March 2026 $4,540,000.00 

Forecast Expenditure 25/26 (Dec 2025 – Jun 2026) $2,000,000.00 

Budget Position 25/26 Within Budget 

 
Project Risks 
 
The current significant risks for the project are: 
 

• SSDA Process 
The SSDA was submitted in September 2025.  While the SSDA process engages the 
proponent through the design development phase, there remains a risk that the SSDA 
may be refused, or the proposed conditions may compromise the operation of the 
facility and/or site in a manner Council finds unacceptable. 

 

• Delay in the release of Request for Tender – Main Facility  
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The release of the Request for Tender (RFT) for the Community and Events Centre 
has been slightly delayed to ensure the procurement documentation meets the 
requirements of the NSW State Government General Conditions of Contract (GC21) 
contract framework. 

 
GC21 is a comprehensive government construction contract that places a strong 
emphasis on clearly defined scope, risk allocation and performance expectations.  To 
align with these requirements, additional time has been required to finalise detailed 
technical information, including specifications, design documentation and supporting 
schedules. 

 
While this has resulted in a delay to the original timeline for the release of the RFT, it 
is expected to deliver better overall project outcomes, reduce downstream risks and 
support smoother contract administration.  The project team is currently finalising this 
information and the RFT is anticipated to be released on 7 May 2026. 

 

• Impact on Showground Operations 

Staging of the works is important to minimise impact on the current operations, events 
and the Wednesday and Saturday markets. 

 

• Authority Approvals 

The project requires approvals and inspections from Endeavour Energy and Sydney 
Water.  These works include electrical infrastructure (substation), connection of water 
main and a new sewer connection to the Community and Events Centre.  Any delays 
in receiving approvals or completing authority works has the potential to directly impact 
the critical path of the construction program. 

 

• Uncertainty with Fuel Prices and Inflationary Pressures 

The recent fuel price escalation has impacts on supply chain costs in a number of 
different inputs.  The escalation of the cost of diesel may increase the overall cost of 
delivery from inflationary pressures in the economy. 

 

Showground Site - Master Plan Review 
 
Council is looking at options for additional site parking, links to overflow parking, increased 
event and market awning spaces.  This includes reviewing the design of the open space 
between the new centre and market awning to optimise connectivity and functionality of the 
space. 
 
Work underway is resolving a preferred location for a new multi-storey car park and a 
preferred alignment for the bridge connection from the Showground to the proposed 
overflow car park on the golf course. 
 



 
OUTCOMES COMMITTEE 

  
Meeting Date 14 April 2026  Item Number. 26 
 

 

OUT14042026_4.DOCX 
Outcomes Committee 

Section B 
Page 12 

 

Further advice is expected to be reported to Council in more detail in April 2026.  This work 
is having an impact on the Entertainment Centre scope of work which is not expected to 
delay the project. 
 
PROJECT:  BRENAN PARK PLAYGROUND 
 
This project's scope is for a new playground at Brenan Park, near the existing community 
hall on Bourke Street.  The project is funded by the NSW Government’s WSIG with 
contributions from Council. 
 
The detailed design for the landscape package and the feature play element is progressing 
with the 80% design documentation due in May.  This has identified the deliverables within 
the existing budget allocation and stretch targets (provision items subject to funding 
availability within the budget). 
 
The landscape design is being integrated with the Remediation Action Plan (RAP) 
requirements.  To comply with NSW EPA requirements, additional investigation works for 
the old landfill site has been required, delaying the project timeline to complete and obtain 
needed clearances from NSW EPA. 
 
An adjustment to the grant agreement will need to be sought to reflect the final solution 
achieved.  This is expected to enhance the overall deliverables and community outcomes 
under the grant. 
 
On completion of the detailed design, the landscape construction tender package will be 
released to the Landscape Contractor Panel. 
 
Other Projects in Brenan Park 
 
Council is also programming the construction of an off-leash dog park and improved lighting 
around the walking path within Brenan Park.  Another proposal to look at planting trees to 
provide colour and shade along the walking path and at the playground, is being examined. 
 
Co-ordination of these works to have them completed in the same timeframe is also being 
assessed. 
 
Project Milestones 
 

Key Milestones Target Date Comment 

RAP and Concept Plan Approved February 2025 Complete 

Detailed Design Completion November 2025 Delayed 

Completion of Tender Construction Package April 2026 On Track 

Construction Procurement April 2026 – June 2026 On Track 

Construction Commencement July 2026 On Track 

Construction Completion March 2027 On Track 

 
Procurement Activity 
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Procurement falls into 3 main packages: 
 
1. Brenan Park – Main Construction (RFT to be released to market). 
2. Main Play Tower (existing contract). 
3. Long Lead Play Equipment (RFQs). 
 

 
Figure Brenan 1:  Playground Site Layout. 

 
Project Status 
 

Planning Approval           60% 

Detailed Design           70% 

RFT Construction            5% 

Construction           0% 

 
Project Risks 
 

• Minimising changes to the scope as the project develops. 

• Effectiveness of the RAP in managing contamination within forecast costs. 

• NSW EPA varying requirements. 

 

Further investigation is required to assess the impacts on the project of this requirement. 
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Figure Brenan 2:  Playground Site Layout. 

 
PROJECT:  MIMOSA ROAD DETENTION BASIN 
 
The upgrade works at the site include: 
 

• Reconstructing the detention basin walls. 

• Increasing the capacity of the culvert under Mimosa Road. 

• Repairing the downstream rock revetment to address scour issues along the banks. 
 
These works are being carried out in response to Dam Safety NSW requirements and are 
partially funded by Australian Government grants. 
 
Project Status 
 

• 100% complete. 
 

Design           100% 

Construction           100% 

 
Budget Summary 
 

CAPEX Budget Committals Actuals Budget Position 

$7,068,334.00 $6,784,938.00 $6,463,900.00 Within budget 

 
Project Timeline 
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Key Milestone Target Date Status 

REF Approval July 2023 Complete 

RFT Released to Market 19 September 2023 Complete 

Construction Commencement May 2024 Complete 

Construction Completion March 2026 Complete 

 

 
 

PROJECT:  POWHATAN RESERVE LIGHTING RENEWAL 
 

The lighting renewal works at Powhatan Park Greenfield Park will be managed in 2 stages 
due to delivery time constraints: 
 

• Stage 1:  The installation of foundation cages and light poles in front of the amenities 
building (scheduled February – March 2026); and 

• Stage 2:  The installation of foundation cages and light poles along Mimosa Road 
(scheduled March – April 2026). 

 
Project Status 
 

• Conduit trenching and installation works along Powhatan Road and in front of the 
amenities building have commenced, with electrical cables to be installed in the 
upcoming weeks. 

• Monitoring of wet weather and grass maintenance is in the works. 
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Design           100% 

Construction            25% 
 

Budget Summary 
 

Project CAPEX Budget Committals Actuals Budget Position 

$250,000.00 $251,351.00 $52,118.00 Overbudget 

 
Project Timeline 
 

Key Milestone Target Date Status 

RFQ Released to Market 18 November 2025 Complete 

Construction Commencement February 2026 In Progress 

Construction Completion April - May 2026 On Track 

 

  
Figure 1 Stage 1:  Cable trenching in progress. 

Project Risks 
 

• Wet weather delay. 

• Budget overrun. 
 
PROJECT:  AVENEL PARK 
 
The new playground focuses on older youths by including a skate area, multi-purpose 
courts, exercise equipment and a sprint track.  The project is jointly funded by the WSIG 
program and Council. 
 
The bulk of the playground was completed in November 2024 and opened in early 
December 2024. 
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There are a couple of remaining pieces to be installed to complete the gym and exercise 
node which requires an AHIP to be issued.  Excavation pit testing was completed in July 
2025 with further advice to be sought from the registered Aboriginal Parties.  An Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage Assessment Report has been submitted to Heritage NSW for approval.  
Once the AHIP is issued, timing for the additional works will be finalised. 
 
PROJECT:  BOLD PARK REMEDIATION AND PLAYGROUND RENEWAL 
 
Bold Park is located at 109 Bold Street Cabramatta.  The project consists primarily of 
remediating the site of hazardous material with optional works to renew playground 
equipment previously purchased by Council. 
 
Council seal and approval for the lot consolidation were endorsed at the Ordinary Council 
meeting held in February 2026.  Next steps are to register the land title name under Council’s 
current name. 
 
The main issues with this project were the widespread contamination on-site and the design 
changes from tender to construction. 
 
Project Status 
 

• The tender panel report is being prepared for the April Council meeting. 

• Contract award in May 2026 for recommencement of construction works. 
 

Design           95% 

Procurement           80% 

Construction           5% 
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Figure Bold 1:  Layout Plan 1. 

 
Budget Summary 
 

Project CAPEX Budget Committals Actuals Budget Position 

$550,000.00 $0.00 $168,710.51 Within budget 

 
Project Timeline 
 

Key Milestone Target Date Status 

RFT Released to Market January 2026 Complete 

Tender Evaluation February 2026 Complete 

Contract Execution May 2026 On Track 

Construction Completion August 2026 On Track 

 
Project Risks 
 

• Management of contaminated material on site. 
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Mohammad Mamun 
Project Manager 
 
 
 
 

Mario Rajanayake 
Senior Contracts and Planning 
Engineer 
 
 
 
 

Suhail Sayeed 
Contracts and Planning Co-
ordinator 
 
 
 
 

Stuart McDougall 
Major Projects Co-ordinator 
 
 
 
 

Nina Tran 
Project Manager 
 
 
 
 

Mark Gray 
Major Projects Co-ordinator 
 
Authorisation: 
Manager Major Projects and Planning 
Acting Director City Delivery  
 
Outcomes Committee - 14 April 2026 
 
File Name: OUT14042026_4.DOCX  

*****   END OF ITEM 26    ***** 
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SUBJECT: Monthly Investment Report - March 2026   
  

 
FILE NUMBER: 25/23527  
 

 
REPORT BY: Jennifer Lim Hernandez, Manager Finance 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Investment Report for March 2026 be received and noted. 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
AT-A ⇩  Fairfield Investment Report March 2026 18 Pages   

 

 
CITY PLAN 
 
This report is linked to Theme 5 Good Governance and Leadership in the Fairfield City Plan. 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
Council’s investment portfolio posted a marked-to-market return of 3.88% per annum (pa.) 
for the month of March 2026 versus the bank bill index benchmark return of 3.80% pa.  For 
the past 12 months, the portfolio has returned 4.33% pa. on a marked-to-market basis 
versus the benchmark’s 3.80% pa. 
 
The sharp rise in market interest rates, particularly long dated terms, had a detrimental effect 
on the market value of bonds in the portfolio.  However, the rise in rates will eventually flow 
through to higher quarterly rate resets on the Floating Rate Notes and higher yields on term 
deposits. 
 
Excluding marked-to-market influences, the portfolio yielded 4.64% pa. for the month of 
March 2026, up from 4.52% pa. last month, with interest income of $854,398.00 for the 
month.  This is based on the actual interest rates being received on existing investments 
and excludes market value changes of the securities/deposits. 
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The latest inflation release showed a stabilisation in prices prior to the breakout of the war 
in Iran.  Headline inflation fell from 3.8% to 3.7% over the year to February and the trimmed 
mean was up by 3.3% over the year but on a monthly annualised basis fell to 2.5%, right in 
the middle of the target band and had been trending down since its July high.  Unfortunately, 
March inflation will likely be much higher given the impact of higher petrol prices.  Some 
economists expect March inflation will be ~4.3% over the year and trimmed mean to be 
~3.6% over the year. 
 
At its March monetary policy meeting, the Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) raised the cash 
rate target by 25 basis points to 4.10%, its second hike in as many meetings.  The RBA 
Board vote was split 5-4 in favour of raising rates with the majority side noting that inflation 
is likely to remain above target for some time given the events in the Middle East and that 
the risks have tilted further to the upside. 
 
The money market is now pricing in 2 more RBA rate hikes by late-2026: 
  

 
 
In response to the rise in the official cash rate and forward inflationary fears, term deposit 
rates rose sharply over the month.  Levels across the entire curve rose by an average of 50 
basis points with the biggest jumps at 6 and 7 months and 1-5 years: 



 
OUTCOMES COMMITTEE 

  
Meeting Date 14 April 2026  Item Number. 27 
 

 

OUT14042026_9.DOCX 
Outcomes Committee 

Section B 
Page 22 

 

 
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide a monthly update of the details of Council’s current 
investments and to certify that those investments are in accordance with the Local 
Government Act, Regulations and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Background 
 
Council’s Investment Policy allows Council to maintain a risk management framework to 
prudently manage its investment portfolio, credit quality and maturity profile while aiming to 
achieve the best available investment return for ratepayers’ money. 
 
While exercising the power to invest, consideration is to be given to the preservation of 
capital, liquidity and the return of investment. 
 

• Preservation of capital is the principal objective of the investment portfolio.  
Investments are to be placed in a manner that seeks to ensure security and 
safeguarding the investment portfolio.  This includes managing credit and interest rate 
risk within identified thresholds and parameters. 

• Investments should be allocated to ensure there is sufficient liquidity to meet 
reasonably anticipated cash flow requirements, as and when they fall due, without 
incurring the risk of significant costs due to the unanticipated sale of an investment. 

• Investments are expected to achieve a market average rate of return in line with the 
Council’s risk tolerance. 

 
In addition, Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 requires the 
Responsible Accounting Officer of a council to provide a written report setting out details of 
all money that Council has invested under Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993 
and for the report to include a certification as to whether or not the investment has been 
made in accordance with the Act.  The report is to be presented to Council each month. 
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In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, the 
following report sets out details of all money that Council had invested under Section 625 of 
the Local Government Act 1993 as at 31 March 2026. 
 
Investment Update  
 
During the month of March 2026, Council’s overall cash and investment portfolio of 
$217,954,638.00 (carrying value as at 31 March 2026) returned 3.88% pa. against the bank 
bill benchmark of 3.80% pa. 
 
 
Account Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
 
I hereby certify that the investments summarised in the above report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, Clause 212 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2021 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
 
Lachlan Gunn 
Responsible Accounting Officer 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Council’s portfolio returned 3.88% pa. for the month of March 2026 against the bank bill 
benchmark of 3.80% pa.  Council’s investments comply with the Local Government Act 
1993, Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Lim Hernandez 
Manager Finance 
 
Authorisation: 
Deputy General Manager & CFO  
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SUBJECT: Appointment to the Aboriginal Advisory Committee   
  

 
FILE NUMBER: 24/35722  
 

 
REPORT BY: Caroline Barton, Community Projects and Partnerships Officer 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Aboriginal Elder, Aunty Lynette Hartley be appointed to the Aboriginal Advisory 
Committee as an ongoing member. 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
AT-A ⇩  Aboriginal Advisory Committee Terms of Reference 9 Pages   

 

 
CITY PLAN 
 
This report is linked to Theme 1 Community Wellbeing in the Fairfield City Plan. 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The Aboriginal Advisory Committee, ‘Warin Tiati’ provides professional and strategic advice 
and recommendations to Council on issues affecting the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities in the Fairfield Local Government Area (LGA).  Warin Tiati means 
‘let’s talk’ in Dharug dalang (language). 
 
The committee gives expression to Council’s commitment to community wellbeing, through 
fostering accessible opportunities for its Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. 
 
The committee can consist of up to 12 members who are at least 15 years of age. 
 
Membership terms of the committee vary in accordance with the associated membership 
type as specified in the Terms of Reference (Attachment A).  Aboriginal Elders are appointed 
as ongoing members; community representatives can be appointed for up to 3 years.  
Councillors are appointed for up to 1 year. 
 
The October 2025 Aboriginal Advisory Committee recruitment campaign received 1 
application and following review by an assessment panel, the Expression of Interest was 
deemed eligible. 
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The applicant, Aunty Lynnette Hartley is recognised as an Elder within the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community. 
 
Aunty Lynette Hartley has worked with community and schools (pre-school, primary and 
high school) in the Fairfield LGA for the past 6 years.  She works across Dharug Ngurra 
boundaries with early childhood centres, primary and public schools teaching students and 
completing professional development courses for teaching staff.  She is a qualified Early 
Childhood teacher and Adult Education teacher, also working as an Aboriginal Education 
Officer. 
 
Being a proud Dharug Elder with cultural knowledge, skills and with over 30 years’ 
experience in promoting, teaching and advocating for Dharug dalang (language), culture, 
history and participating in community and corporate work, Aunty Lynette Hartley will bring 
a wealth of knowledge and experience to the Aboriginal Advisory Committee. 
 
The next Aboriginal Advisory Committee will be held on 15 July 2026 at the Council 
Administration Centre. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
It is recommended that the Aboriginal Elder, Aunty Lynette Hartley, be appointed to the 
Aboriginal Advisory Committee as an ongoing member in alignment with the Terms of 
Reference. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Caroline Barton 
Community Projects and 
Partnerships Officer 
 
Authorisation: 
Acting Manager Social Planning and Community Development 
Acting Director City Assets  
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SUBJECT: Arts Advisory Committee - March 2026   
  

 
FILE NUMBER: 25/19170  
 

 
REPORT BY: Josie Cavallaro, Community Projects and Partnerships Officer 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the minutes of the Arts Advisory Committee meeting held on Wednesday 11 March 
2026 be received and noted. 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
AT-A ⇩  Arts Advisory Committee Minutes March 2026 3 Pages   

 

 
CITY PLAN 
 
This report is linked to Theme 1 Community Wellbeing in the Fairfield City Plan. 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The Arts Advisory Committee (AAC) is comprised of community representatives, councillors 
and Council officers who have a commitment to arts and cultural development in the Fairfield 
Local Government Area (LGA). 
 
The AAC provides advice on the Fairfield City Culture and Creativity Plan and other relevant 
strategic documents.  This includes advice on possible funding sources for creative and 
cultural projects, strategic partnerships and the growth of arts and cultural development 
opportunities within the LGA. 
 
The AAC met on Wednesday 11 March and the minutes are provided in Attachment A. 
 
Key points discussed at the meeting include:  
 

• Council Fees and Charges Public Exhibition; 

• Creatives Communities Grant; 

• AAC membership renewal; 

• Fairfield Artist Directory; and 

• Creatives in the Neighbourhood program update. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
It is recommended that the minutes of the Arts Advisory Committee meeting held on 11 
March 2026 be received and noted. 
 
The next AAC meeting will take place on 10 June 2026. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Josie Cavallaro 
Community Projects and 
Partnerships Officer 
 
Authorisation: 
Co-ordinator Community Projects and Partnerships 
Acting Manager Social Planning and Community Development  
Acting Director City Assets  
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SUBJECT: Mayor's Crime Prevention Reference Group - March 2026   
  

 
FILE NUMBER: 25/27944  
 

 
REPORT BY: Cherie Pescod, Community Partnership and Project Officer 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the minutes of the Mayor’s Crime Prevention Reference Group meeting held on 16 
March 2026 be received and noted. 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
AT-A ⇩  Mayors Crime Prevention Reference Group Minutes - 16 March 

2026 - RESTRICTED - It is recommended that the Council resolve 
into Closed Session with the press and public excluded to allow 
consideration of this item, as provided for under Section 10A(2)(e) 
of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the grounds that: 
(e) information that would, if disclosed, prejudice the 

maintenance of law. 
and dealing with the matter in Open Session would be, on balance, 
contrary to the public interest because the disclosure of this 
information would endanger or prejudice any system or procedure 
for protecting the life, health or safety of any person. 

5 Pages 

  

 

 
CITY PLAN 
 
This report is linked to Theme 1 Community Wellbeing in the Fairfield City Plan. 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The Mayor’s Crime Prevention Reference Group (MCPRG) is an Advisory Committee of 
Council.  Membership includes Council, the Fairfield City Police Area Command (FCPAC), 
government and non-government agencies, the Chamber of Commerce and local residents. 
 
The MCPRG meets 3 times per year and supports activities that raise awareness and 
understanding of community safety to ensure that formal links are maintained between 
Council, networks, forums and service providers that contribute to safety within the Fairfield 
Local Government Area (LGA). 
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The MCPRG met on 16 March 2026 at Fairfield City Council’s Administration Centre.  The 
minutes are provided as Attachment A. 
Updates were provided on projects relating to the following: 
 
• Community Safety and Crime Prevention; 
• FCPAC update; 
• Cabramatta, Fairfield, Bonnyrigg and Parks Place safety, events and activations; 
• Open Space Projects; and  
• CCTV Project. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
It is recommended that the Minutes of the MCPRG meeting held on 16 March 2026 be 
received and noted. 
 
The next MCPRG meeting will take place on 20 July 2026 at the Council Administration 
Centre. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cherie Pescod 
Community Partnership and 
Project Officer 
 
Authorisation: 
Acting Manager Social Planning and Community Development 
Acting Director City Assets 
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SUBJECT: Youth Advisory Committee - March 2026   
  

 
FILE NUMBER: 25/19063  
 

 
REPORT BY: Sean Ly, Community Projects and Partnerships Officer 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That:  
 
1. The criteria for the Mayor’s Youth Achievement Awards be updated to simplify the 

language of the award categories to make them easier to understand for potential 
applicants without any change to meaning or intent. 

 
2. A dedication be made via the social media channels Fairfield City Youth, Bring It On! 

Youth Festival and Fairfield Youth Advisory Committee acknowledging the passing of 
former YAC member Shawn Spina and an award be dedicated in his name at this 
year’s Mayor’s Youth Achievement Awards. 

 
3. The Minutes of the Youth Advisory Committee meeting held on 4 March be received 

and noted. 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
AT-A ⇩  Youth Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes - March 2026 3 Pages   

 

 
CITY PLAN 
 
This report is linked to Theme 1 Community Wellbeing in the Fairfield City Plan. 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) provides a forum for elected representatives and 
Council officers to engage in meaningful dialogue with young people across Fairfield City.  
The YAC provides young people with the opportunity to contribute to the planning, 
development and implementation of Council’s youth-focused initiatives.  Council also builds 
the capacity of YAC members through workshops and other leadership opportunities 
throughout the year. 
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The YAC met on Wednesday 4 March 2026 at the Fairfield City Council Administration 
Building.  The Minutes of the meeting are attached to this report (Attachment A). 
 
Items discussed at this meeting included: 
 

• Information on the renewal of Council’s Disability Inclusion Action Plan. 

• A Spotlight Discussion on social cohesion.  As this is a complex topic this will be 
continued in the May meeting and an overview of the discussion will be provided to 
Council with the Minutes of that meeting. 

• Feedback on the Mayor’s Youth Achievement Awards criteria. 

• Updates on the Bring It On! Youth Festival and Youth Week. 

• A dedication to a recently passed former YAC member. 
 
Mayor’s Youth Achievement Awards Consultation on Categories 
 
The YAC provided feedback on the Mayor’s Youth Achievement Awards categories and 
nomination criteria.  Through the YAC, Council seeks to involve the voices of young people 
in evaluating and reviewing youth-focussed initiatives such as these awards.  Based on 
feedback from the YAC, some changes to the criteria are proposed to simplify the language 
and make them easier to understand for potential applicants.  The changes are for the 
purpose of making applications more accessible and do not change the intent of the award 
categories.  The following updates are proposed: 
 

• Creative Arts Award 
o Young people who demonstrate notable achievements in the creative arts in any 

form. 
o Young people who create a positive impact in their communities through the arts 

and storytelling. 
o Young people who practice any artform can be nominated.  For example, 

musicians, visual artists, videographers, producers, dancers, social media 
creators or creatives of any medium are eligible. 

 

• Cultural Connection Award 
o Young people from a multicultural background who strive to maintain their culture 

for current and future generations, through a specific initiative or medium. 
o Young people who actively share and positively represent their cultural heritage. 

o This can be through any initiative or medium.  For example, involvement in a 

cultural dance group, language sharing, music, advocacy, volunteering, creative 
arts or non-traditional and modern artforms. 

 

• Phoenix Award 
o Young people who have demonstrated significant resilience through great 

personal challenges in order to achieve a goal. 
o Young people who are role models for others facing hardship and challenges. 

 
Business Without Notice – Dedication to former YAC Member Shawn Spina 
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The YAC discussed the recent passing of Shawn Spina, who was a YAC member and Bring 
It On! Youth Festival volunteer between 2011 and 2017.  As a professional, Shawn has 
dedicated his career to community film projects and mentoring young film makers and story 
tellers in Fairfield City. 
 
The YAC discussed acknowledging Shawn’s passing by: 
 

• A dedication post through the Fairfield City Youth, Bring It On! Youth Festival and 
Fairfield YAC Instagram accounts. 

• An award be dedicated in Shawn Spina’s name at the Mayor’s Youth Achievement 
Awards for this year. 

• The Spina family has been contacted in relation to this suggestion and have consented 
to the use of Shawn’s name and acknowledgement of his passing should Council 
resolve to take this action. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
YAC meetings provide an important platform for young people to share their voice.  Council 
strives to ensure that the YAC can also have a greater impact on their local community, 
often through community events, engagement with local stakeholders, youth services and 
participation in community initiatives and events.  The YAC is a strong engagement point 
and valuable resource for Council to engage and consult with young people on issues which 
affect them. 
 
The next meeting of the YAC is scheduled for Wednesday 6 May 2026 from 5.30pm at 
Council’s Administration Building in Wakeley. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sean Ly 
Community Projects and 
Partnerships Officer 
 
Authorisation: 
Acting Manager Social Planning and Community Development 
Acting Director City Assets  
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