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AGENDA 

DATE OF MEETING: 8 July 2025 

LOCATION: Staff Lunch Room 

TIME: 6.30pm 

Statement of Ethical Obligations 

The Mayor and Councillors are reminded that they remain bound by the 
Oath/Affirmation of Office made at the start of the council term to undertake their 
civic duties in the best interests of the people of Fairfield City and to faithfully and 
impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in them 
under the Local Government Act or any other Act, to the best of their skill and 
judgement. 

The Mayor and Councillors are also reminded of the requirement for disclosure of 
conflicts of interest in relation to items listed for consideration on the Agenda or 
which are considered at this meeting in accordance with the Code of Conduct and 
Code of Meeting Practice. 
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SUBJECT: Public Exhibition - Heritage Review - Planning Proposal for Local Heritage 
Listings   

  

 
FILE NUMBER: 25/06107  
 

 
REPORT BY: Kerren Ven, Senior Strategic Land Use Planner; Vanessa Holtham, 

Heritage Advisor 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That: 
 
1. Council seek a Gateway Determination under Section 3.33 and 3.34 of the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 for a Planning Proposal to place 
the eleven (11) properties referred to in this report (Attachments A-J of the report) in 
Schedule 5 of Fairfield Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2013 as local heritage listings.  

 
2. The Planning Proposal for the local heritage listings be placed on public exhibition in 

accordance with conditions outlined in the Gateway Determination. 
 
3. Council not request delegation from the Minister for Planning for Council to be the Plan 

Making Authority for the Planning Proposal. 
 
4. In the event that any of the properties subject of heritage listing are considered to be 

under threat up until the listing process is finalised, Council delegate authority to the 
General Manager to make an Interim Heritage Order under NSW Heritage Act 1977. 

 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
AT-A ⇩  112 John Street Cabramatta - Heritage Assessment 34 Pages 

AT-B ⇩  116 John Street Cabramatta - Heritage Assessment 38 Pages 

AT-C ⇩  118 John Street Cabramatta - Heritage Assessment 38 Pages 

AT-D ⇩  121 John Street Cabramatta - Heritage Assessment 34 Pages 

AT-E ⇩  123 John Street Cabramatta - Heritage Assessment 40 Pages 

AT-F ⇩  125 & 127 John Street Cabramatta - Heritage Assessment 40 Pages 

AT-G ⇩  158 Broomfield Street Cabramatta - Heritage Assessment 29 Pages 

AT-H ⇩  20 Cabramatta Road Cabramatta - Heritage Assessment 39 Pages 

AT-I ⇩  173-175 Edensor Road Edensor Park - Heritage Assessment 37 Pages 

AT-J ⇩  97 Vine Street Fairfield - Heritage Assessment 42 Pages   

 

 
CITY PLAN 
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This report is linked to Theme 2 Places and Infrastructure in the Fairfield City Plan. 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
Under Schedule 5 – Environmental Heritage of the Fairfield Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 
2013, there are currently 103 heritage listed sites/buildings in the City with 38 of these being 
privately owned residential properties.  The remainder comprise of churches, schools, 
railway buildings/infrastructure, commercial buildings/facades, former and current Council 
buildings (eg. Whitlam Library and Fairfield Museum) that are in private or public ownership. 
 
The majority of the current heritage listed sites were originally listed in 1994 when the former 
Fairfield LEP 1994 was gazetted.  Since that time there has been 1 general review 
undertaken of potential heritage items that occurred approximately 20 years ago.  This led 
to 6 places of worship (temples and a mosque) being included on the heritage schedule. 
 
The urban area of Fairfield is vast and notwithstanding previous investigations there remains 
potential for additional sites to be identified that provide a significant contribution to the 
heritage values of the City. 
 
To this end, the Fairfield Heritage Strategy includes an action that a list of potential heritage 
items be collated for examination as part of future heritage reviews.  This action is also 
supported by the Fairfield Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) 2040 that includes 
the following action: 
 

‘Council will undertake a Heritage Review to identify potential new heritage items and 
review existing items in the Fairfield LEP.’ 

 
As a result of grant funding assistance to Council by the NSW Heritage Office over the past 
12 months, with the assistance of research undertaken by a historian and Council’s Heritage 
Advisor, 11 residential properties (1 being Council owned at 97 Vine Street Fairfield) have 
been identified as having heritage significance.  The identified properties provide a 
significant contribution to the historic, cultural and built form heritage values of the City. 
 
The review included detailed research into the background and history of each property, 
against relevant State Government heritage guidelines and criteria, for consideration of 
heritage listing under Schedule 5 of the Fairfield LEP 2013. 
 
The recommendation to this report provides the basis for Council to consider a future 
Planning Proposal (PP) to formally list these 11 properties as heritage items.  As part of the 
PP process, Council will consult with landowners to consider their opinions in heritage listing 
the identified properties. 
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Consultation & Timing 
 
Subject to Council’s endorsement of the recommendations of this report, it is proposed that 
owners of all the affected properties be notified of the proposed heritage listing.  They will 
be given the opportunity to meet with Council officers to provide further input/feedback at 
the public exhibition stage of the PP.  Their feedback will to be reported back to Council for 
further consideration post exhibition to inform the PP. 
 
Landowners will also be made aware of the support provided by Council to owners of 
heritage properties including access to grant applications, rate relief and free advice 
provided by Council’s Heritage Advisor in relation to refurbishment and maintenance of their 
buildings. 
 
Council officers acknowledge the potential concerns current and future landowners may 
have upon the perception of a heritage listing to limit development on the site; however, it is 
paramount to note that heritage listing does not deny the potential for a building to undergo 
alterations and additions.  Heritage items are able to achieve development permitted under 
the applicable planning controls and in addition to vary the applicable planning controls to 
apply to the land if the works are sympathetic/compatible with the heritage attributes of a 
building. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
There has been a significant time since Council undertook a review of properties deserving 
of a heritage listing under Fairfield LEP 2013, with Council’s Heritage Advisor recommending 
consideration of 11 properties under the current review. 
 
Subject to Council’s endorsement to the recommendations of this report, further information 
will be provided to the owners of the affected properties about the proposed heritage listings 
and will be given the opportunity of meeting with Council officers to discuss any concerns 
they may have.  The feedback provided by the landowners will be reported to Council post 
exhibition of the PP to inform the outcome of the potential heritage properties listing. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kerren Ven 
Senior Strategic Land Use Planner 
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Vanessa Holtham 
Heritage Advisor 
 
Authorisation: 
Manager Strategic Land Use Planning 
Director City Planning  
 
Outcomes Committee - 8 July 2025 
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SUBJECT: Public Exhibition - Heritage Program Review 2025 - Heritage Strategy, 
Heritage Grants Policy and Heritage Rate Relief Policy   

  

 
FILE NUMBER: 25/06107  
 

 
REPORT BY: Kerren Ven, Senior Strategic Land Use Planner; Vanessa Holtham, 

Heritage Advisor 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That: 
 
1. The following Strategy and Policies be placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 

days: 
 

1.1. Draft Fairfield Heritage Strategy (Attachment A of the report). 
 

1.2. Draft Fairfield Heritage Grants Program Policy (Attachment B of the report). 
 

1.3. Draft Fairfield Heritage Rate Relief Program Policy (Attachment C of the report). 
 

2. The outcome of the public exhibition be reported back to Council following the 
completion of the public exhibition period. 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
AT-A ⇩  Draft Heritage Strategy 2025-2027 16 Pages 

AT-B ⇩  Draft Heritage Grants Program Policy 4 Pages 

AT-C ⇩  Draft Heritage Rate Relief Program Policy 3 Pages   

 

 
CITY PLAN 
 
This report is linked to Theme 2 Places and Infrastructure in the Fairfield City Plan. 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
Under Council’s Operational Plan 2025-2026, the Strategic Land Use Planning Branch 
oversees the implementation of the Heritage Program that is guided by the Fairfield City 
Heritage Strategy 2025-2027 (Attachment A). 
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The Heritage Strategy 2025-2027 (the Strategy) comprises of 2 important elements, the 
Heritage Grants Program Policy (supported by State Government funding) and Rate Relief  
Program Policy funded by Council, to support owners of heritage properties and to preserve 
the City’s heritage. 
 
Both the Strategy and policies are now due for review, with a number of housekeeping 
amendments recommended to the documents to ensure they remain current and that 
processes associated with providing rate relief and grants under the Heritage Program 
continue to be fair and transparent. 
 
The proposed changes do not involve any changes to budget allocations associated with 
the Heritage Program and are consistent with the financial assistance requirements that 
Council needs to follow under section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
It is recommended that Council endorse the amendments to the draft Strategy (Attachment 
A) and draft policies (Attachments B and C) to be put on public exhibition for a period of 28 
days before reporting back to Council on the outcome of the exhibition period. 
 
It is noted that the 2025-2026 Heritage Grants Program and the Heritage Rate Relief 
Program are to commence in the 2025-2026 financial year.  A separate report will be made 
to the July 2025 Ordinary Council meeting seeking endorsement of the funding allocation 
for both the Heritage Grants and Heritage Rate Relief Programs. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council’s 2025-2026 Operational Plan details the annual budget expenditure for that 
financial year including the range of services, projects and programs that are delivered 
based on the priorities identified in the 2025-2035 Fairfield City Plan. 
 
One of the strategic outputs of Council’s Operational Plan is the protection of heritage items 
within the City which is supported by the Strategy.  The Heritage Grants Program and 
Heritage Rate Relief Program supplement the Strategy and provide financial incentives to 
owners of heritage items in order maintain and protect the City’s heritage. 
 
Heritage Strategy 
 
The contents of the Strategy are based on the 9 recommendations within the 
‘Recommendations for Local Council Heritage Management 2013’ publication issued by the 
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water, formerly known as the 
Office of Environment and Heritage. 
 
These recommendations are: 
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1. Provide assistance, support and information to owners of heritage-listed properties. 
2. Identify heritage items in Fairfield City and list them in our Local Environmental Plan. 
3. Retain a Heritage Advisor to assist Council, community and owners of heritage items. 
4. Manage local heritage in a positive manner. 
5. Introduce a local heritage fund to provide small grants to encourage local heritage 

projects. 
6. Run a heritage main street program. 
7. Increased awareness and appreciation of heritage by Council, owners and the 

community in your area. 
8. Set a good example to the community by properly managing heritage places owner or 

operated by Council. 
9. Promote sustainable development as a tool for heritage management. 
 
Council retains a Heritage Advisor to meet the strategic direction in the recommendations 
outlined above for the next 2 financial years.  This aligns with the biannual Local Government 
Heritage Grant received from Heritage NSW that support the programs which aims to 
promote and protect heritage in the Local Government Area (LGA). 
 
Heritage Grants Program Policy 
 
The Heritage Grants Program Policy commenced on 27 May 2007 and provides financial 
assistance to the owners of heritage properties for essential maintenance and repairs to the 
item.  This is achieved through the provision of a grant on a dollar-for-dollar basis up to a 
maximum of $5,000.00. 
 
Heritage Rate Relief Program Policy 
 
The Heritage Rate Relief Program Policy commenced on 1 July 2007 with the aim of 
supporting the ongoing maintenance of heritage items listed on Council’s local heritage 
schedule through the provision of rate relief.  The rate relief to heritage item owners is up to 
50% with a maximum of $3,000.00 on rates payable. 
 
The Strategy and both policies were last updated in 2021 and are due for review to ensure 
that the actions and provisions continue to meet the objectives of the Operational Plan. 
 
HERITAGE PROGRAM REVIEW 
 
Council’s Heritage Advisor and Council staff have reviewed the Strategy and operation of 
the policies based on their implementation since they were last reviewed. 
 
Generally, the Heritage Program has been operating satisfactorily as Council takes on an 
assistive approach in providing financial assistance, guidance and advice to owners of 
heritage properties to continue to preserve its built and historical significance.  The 
recommended changes are outlined below. 
 
Heritage Strategy 
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No changes are made to the strategic actions as they remain current to Council’s 
commitment to running a Heritage Program annually.  The Strategy is consistent with 
Heritage NSW Guidelines in running a Heritage Program and the 2025-2035Fairfield City 
Plan. 
 
Heritage Grants Program Policy 
 
The Heritage Grants Program is conducted each financial year in accordance with the 
Heritage Grants Program Policy and Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993.  No 
change to the amount of funds to be offered is proposed. 
 
Minor changes to the policy have updated the types of projects considered eligible and 
ineligible for a grant.  These include: 
 

• The exclusion of projects where unauthorised works to a heritage item have occurred 
within the last 18 months. 

• Claims for the payment of salaried staff and works to government owned heritage 
buildings are included as ineligible projects. 

• The inclusion of the costs of preparing a heritage study or heritage management 
document. 

 
This is consistent with the Local Government Heritage Grant Program received from 
Heritage NSW and will ensure ongoing funding from the State. 
 
Heritage Rate Relief Program Policy 
 
The Heritage Rate Relief Program is conducted each financial year in accordance with the 
Heritage Rate Relief Program Policy and Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
The implementation of the policy requires an inspection of subject properties be conducted 
each year, ensuring that the property is being maintained in order to be eligible for rate relief.  
Should the Heritage Advisor consider that the heritage item is not being satisfactorily 
maintained, a written notice is given to the owner requiring them to demonstrate why rate 
relief should be continued.  If the owner fails to provide a satisfactory explanation, the matter 
is reported to Council and the discontinuation of rate relief is recommended. 
 
Council’s Heritage Advisor and Council staff have not identified any need to amend the 
current process.  The only recommended change to the policy is entirely administrative to 
reflect Council’s Quality Management Policy template. 
 
It is noted that a separate report will be referred to the upcoming July Ordinary Council 
meeting to authorise allocation of rate relief funding for eligible heritage listed properties for 
the 2025-2026 financial year. 
 
CONCLUSION 
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The Fairfield Heritage Program reflects Council’s commitment to delivering the community’s 
vision and priorities outlined within the 2025-2035 Fairfield City Plan; in particular, the 
management and protection of the City’s heritage. 
 
The changes to the Strategy, Heritage Grants Program Policy and Heritage Rate Relief 
Program Policy are minor in nature and in line with relevant legislative requirements. 
 
It is recommended that the documents be placed on public exhibition for a period 28 days 
with the documents made available on Council’s website to meet the requirements specified 
within section 160 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
A further report will be referred to Council following public exhibition to consider any 
submissions received. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kerren Ven 
Senior Strategic Land Use Planner 
 
 
 
 

Vanessa Holtham 
Heritage Advisor 
 
Authorisation: 
Executive Strategic Planner 
Manager Strategic Land Use Planning 
Director City Planning  
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SUBJECT: Rescind Renewal of Various Community Facilities Licences Policy   
  

 
FILE NUMBER: 23/07264  
 

 
REPORT BY: Aelina Truong, Manager Property 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Renewal of Various Community Facilities Licences Policy (Attachment A of the 
report) be rescinded. 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
AT-A ⇩  Renewal of Various Community Facilities Licences Policy 1 Page   

 

 
CITY PLAN 
 
This report is linked to Theme 2 Places and Infrastructure in the Fairfield City Plan. 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The Renewal of Various Community Facilities Licences Policy set the requirement for 
Council’s community facilities to be renewed on an annual basis unless the occupant 
vacates or Council resolves to terminate the agreement. 
 
Policy 
 
The Renewal of Various Community Facilities Licences Policy (Attachment A) was created 
in 1997 and has not been revised since that time. 
 
The Renewal of Various Community Facilities Licences Policy is now captured under the 
Occupancy and Use of Community Facilities by Community Organisations Policy.  This 
policy outlines the framework for the renewal of Council’s community facilities which was 
approved at Council’s Ordinary Meeting of 26 September 2023. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
It is recommended that Council rescind the Renewal of Various Community Facilities 
Licences Policy (Attachment A) because it is now redundant. 
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Aelina Truong 
Manager Property 
 
Authorisation: 
Director City Assets  
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OUTCOMES COMMITTEE 

Meeting Date 8 July 2025 Item Number. 70 

SUBJECT: Major Projects Update - June 2025 

FILE NUMBER: 23/34318, 23/13402 

REPORT BY: Mark Gray, Major Projects Coordinator; Suhail Sayeed, Contracts and 
Planning Coordinator; Stuart McDougall, Major Projects Coordinator; Nina 
Tran, Project Manager; Mohammad Mamun, Project Manager; Mario 
Rajanayake, Senior Contracts and Planning Engineer 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the report be received and noted. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 

There are no supporting documents for this report. 

CITY PLAN 

This report is linked to Theme 2 Places and Infrastructure in the Fairfield City Plan. 

SUMMARY 

The high-level status of the major projects is shown in the following table: 

KEY 

Evolvin risk to be mana ed 

Pro·ect on track 

Project 

Fairfield Showground 
Community and Events 
Centre 

Endeavour Park 

Brenan Park 

OUT08072025_ 4.DOCX 

Status Summary of Critical or Evolvina Risk 

Coordination of the State Significant 

• Development Application (SSDA) commitments 
and other improvements on the site. 

• 
Schedule may experience some rain delay, 
scope and budqet set for completion. 

() Detailed design and cost management continue. 
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• Preparations for the SSDA to be lodged in mid-July 2025. 

• Review of Environmental Factors (REF) for a new 2-way circulation service road and 
car parking on site. 

• Preparation of a facility management plan for the new complex and site to balance 
activities (events, markets, etc) and site constraints. 

• Procurement planning for the delivery of the Community and Events Centre, Amenities 
Building and upgrade of roads and car parking. 

• Notification to the Office of Local Government (OLG) is required under the Capital 
Expense (CAPEX) Guidelines. 

 
The image below is the proposed Master Plan for the SSDA Community and Events Centre 
and the REF for the site-wide infrastructure upgrade. 
 

 
Figure 1: SSDA and REF areas for the Community and Events Centre Project Delivery 

Schematic Design – Location and Floorplate 
 
The schematic design is shown in Figures 2 and 3.  The design has evolved with a new 
external façade and appearance while meeting budgetary and space expectations 
determined by Council. 
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Figure 2: Endorsed SSDA Facade Design 

 
Figure 3: SSDA Site Plan Ground Level 

Site Impacts 
 
The new building footprint sees the removal of 2 existing buildings and an amenities block.  
This includes the removal of the building used by the dog training club. 
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The new amenities building is to be replaced prior to demolition.  This is to maintain suitable 
toilet facilities to meet demand arising from the markets and events during construction. 
 
Changes to the existing access road (from 1-way to 2-way) are also required.  This is being 
programmed to occur before the main contractor occupies the footprint for the new facility 
as part of the strategy to minimise impact on site operations. 
 
The scope of work includes planning for different configurations of the site for concurrent 
events or activities. 
 
SSDA Commitments 
 
The design of the building follows a process mandated by the State Government.  This 
includes the elements to be considered in the design development phases for incorporation 
in construction and form part of the operation of the facility and the broader site. 
 
Some of these commitments are included explicitly in the SSDA (in response to the design 
process) and implicitly in works under REF approval as part of delivery of early works to 
minimise disruption to operations. 
 

• Traffic Management Changes 
o Construction of a new access road leading to and around the new facility. 

 

 
Figure 4: New Two-Way Road with Formalised Parking 

o Upgrade of the existing raised platform to a formal marked pedestrian crossing - 

across the main access road near market entrance as shown in Figure 6. 
o Widening of the pedestrian footpath adjacent to the market fence to cater for high 

volume pedestrian flow and accessibility to the new facility. 
o New marked foot crossing across the new access road near the dog park (see 

Figure 5). 
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Figure 5: Raised Pedestrian Crossing 

• Parking Changes 
o Car park providing a minimum of 66 formal spaces adjacent to the former 

Blacksmith Shop (see Figure 5). 
o Upgrades to the carparking area in front of the new Community and Events 

Centre building (with accessible parking spaces) (see Figure 3). 
 

• Ecological Sustainable Development (ESD) 
o Installation of solar panels. 

o Rainwater tanks for water reuse. 

o Architectural design principles implemented with space efficient building layout, 

high efficiency electrical systems, use of natural daylight to reduce power usage, 
energy efficient heating, ventilation and air conditioning (including natural 
ventilation to open spaces), waste minimisation strategies and Water Sensitive 
Urban Design principles. 

 

• Infrastructure 
o New kiosk/substation. 

 

• Connection with Country 
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The SSDA is scheduled to be submitted by mid-July 2025.  While the SSDA process 
engages the proponent through the design development phase, there remains a risk 
the SSDA may be refused or the proposed conditions may compromise the operation 
of the facility and/or site in a manner Council finds unacceptable. 

 

• Construction Market Place 
 

Council will be seeking an experienced contractor for a design and build contract.  
Pricing will be subject to how busy suitable contractors are, how much work they have 
or expect to have and the stability of pricing in the marketplace at the time of tender ie. 
impact of tariffs on goods from overseas on extended supply chains. 

 
PROJECT:  ENDEAVOUR SPORTS PARK - SPORTS HUB 
 
Endeavour Sports Park (the Park) is a significant open space for organised and casual 
sporting activities.  Its uses include soccer, AFL, cricket and outdoor sports courts.  The site 
includes 4 amenity buildings, sealed and unsealed car parking and sports floodlighting. 
 
The redevelopment with the new synthetic fields is turning the Park into a significant sports 
hub within Fairfield City with: 
 

• Two new football synthetic surfaced fields – allowing increased usage of the fields. 

• Upgrade of the grass soccer playing fields – improved floodlighting and new irrigation 
system using on-site water capture. 

• Upgrade of the outdoor sports courts, including 2 futsal courts (complete). 

• Upgrade of the site power supply (complete). 

• Refurbishment of amenity buildings (complete). 
 
Asset management practices and principles influence the nature and range of infrastructure 
changes occurring (renewal, upgrades and new assets) – all designed to improve the 
playing and user experience within the Park.  As a result, various projects contributed 
funding to the precinct upgrade and renewal process. 
 
The main projects in delivery are: 
 

• Electricity Upgrade (IN23628 Endeavour Sports Park) – partially Council funded. 

• Stage 1 WSIG and Council funded upgrade and renewal works (SP24628-1 
Endeavour Sports Hub Upgrade to the Synthetic Fields, Amenity Building and 
Substation). 

 
Council has executed the grant funding agreement with the NSW Government’s WSIG 
program. 
 
SUB-PROJECT:  Electricity Upgrade 
 
The work on the substation is complete. 
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Figure 6: Grass fields Ready for turf - Irrigation complete - Cricket wickets installed. 

 
Figure 7: Apron around synthetic fields complete – rubber base to fields underway. Grass Field lighting 80% 

complete, Synthetic Field lighting complete – Perimeter security fencing 90% complete. 
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There are a couple of remaining pieces to be installed to complete the gym and exercise 
node.  This requires an AHIP to be issued and the revised schedule has the AHIP process 
being resolved in Sep/Oct 2025. 
 
The next step in the process is test pits on site in areas planned to be disturbed in early July 
2025. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Gray 
Major Projects Coordinator 
 
 
 
 

Suhail Sayeed 
Contracts and Planning 
Coordinator 
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Project Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
OUTCOMES COMMITTEE 

  
Meeting Date 8 July 2025  Item Number. 70 
 

 

OUT08072025_4.DOCX 
Outcomes Committee 

Section B 
Page 433 
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Senior Contracts and Planning 
Engineer 
 
Authorisation: 
Manager Major Projects & Planning 
Director City Delivery  
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SUBJECT: Monthly Investment Report - June 2025    
  

 
FILE NUMBER: 24/20363  
 

 
REPORT BY: Jennifer Lim Hernandez, Manager Finance 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the report be received and noted. 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
AT-A ⇩  Fairfield Investment Report June 2025 18 Pages   

 

 
CITY PLAN 
 
This report is linked to Theme 5 Good Governance and Leadership in the Fairfield City Plan. 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
Council’s investment portfolio posted a marked-to-market return of 4.45% p.a. for the month 
of June 2025 versus the bank bill index benchmark return of 3.94% p.a.  For the past 12 
months, the portfolio has returned 5.06% on a marked-to-market basis versus the 
benchmark’s 4.39%. 
 
Excluding marked-to-market influences, the portfolio yielded 4.53% for the month of June 
2025, down from 4.72% last month, with interest income of $637,238.00 for the month.  This 
is based on the actual interest rates being received on existing investments and excludes 
market value changes of the securities/deposits. 
 
Economic releases during the month heightened the speculation of near term rate cuts: 
 

• March quarter Gross Domestic Product (GDP) data was lower than expected, up only 
0.2% for the first 3 months of 2025, half of the consensus forecasts of a +0.4% and 
only 1.3% for the year.  The poor result was driven by continuing impacts of high 
interest rates on the economy as well as poor weather disrupting production and 
exports.  Tariff related constraints have yet to be reflected in the data. 
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• Latest monthly Australian inflation data eased further than expected, with headline 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) at 2.1%, down from 2.4% last month and trimmed mean 
falling to 2.4% from 2.8%, the lowest rate since November 2021. 

• Approximately 50% of the individual CPI items recorded inflation below 2% indicating 
a broad based nature of the fall in Australian inflation. 

  
With inflation cooling, weak GDP data results and downside risks related to the impact of 
US tariffs, many economists are expecting another 3-4 rate cuts of 25 basis points (bps) by 
mid-2026. 
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide a monthly update of the details of Council’s current 
investments and to certify that those investments are in accordance with the Local 
Government Act, Regulations and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Background 
 
Council’s Investment Policy allows Council to maintain a risk management framework to 
prudently manage its investment portfolio, credit quality and maturity profile while aiming to 
achieve the best available investment return for ratepayers’ money. 
 
While exercising the power to invest, consideration is to be given to the preservation of 
capital, liquidity and the return of investment. 
 

• Preservation of capital is the principal objective of the investment portfolio.  
Investments are to be placed in a manner that seeks to ensure security and 
safeguarding the investment portfolio.  This includes managing credit and interest rate 
risk within identified thresholds and parameters. 

• Investments should be allocated to ensure there is sufficient liquidity to meet 
reasonably anticipated cash flow requirements, as and when they fall due, without 
incurring the risk of significant costs due to the unanticipated sale of an investment. 

• Investments are expected to achieve a market average rate of return in line with the 
Council’s risk tolerance. 

 
In addition, Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 requires the 
Responsible Accounting Officer of Council to provide a written report setting out details of 
all money that Council has invested under Section 625 of the Act and for the report to include 
a certification as to whether or not the investment has been made in accordance with the 
Act.  The report is to be presented to Council each month. 
 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, the 
following report sets out details of all money that Council had invested under Section 625 of 
the Act as at 30 June 2025. 
 
Investment Update 
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During the month of June 2025, Council’s overall cash and investment portfolio of 
$177,412,142.00 (carrying value as at 30 June 2025) returned 4.45% p.a. against the bank 
bill benchmark of 3.94% p.a. 
 
Account Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
 
I hereby certify that the investments summarised in the above report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, Clause 212 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2021 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Lachlan Gunn 
Responsible Accounting Officer 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Council’s portfolio returned 4.45% p.a. for the month of June 2025 against the bank bill 
benchmark of 3.94% p.a.  Council’s investments comply with the Local Government Act, 
Regulation and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Lim Hernandez 
Manager Finance 
 
Authorisation: 
Executive Director & CFO  
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SUBJECT: Arts Advisory Committee - June 2025   
  

 
FILE NUMBER: 24/17314  
 

 
REPORT BY: Josie Cavallaro, Community Projects and Partnerships Officer 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Minutes of the Arts Advisory Committee meeting held on Wednesday 4 June 2025 
be received and noted. 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
AT-A ⇩  Arts Advisory Committee Minutes - 4 June 2025 4 Pages   

 

 
CITY PLAN 
 
This report is linked to Theme 1 Community Wellbeing in the Fairfield City Plan. 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The Arts Advisory Committee (AAC) is comprised of community representatives, councillors 
and Council officers that have a commitment to arts and cultural development in the Fairfield 
Local Government Area (LGA). 
 
The AAC provides advice on the Fairfield City Culture and Creativity Plan and other relevant 
strategic documents.  This includes advice on possible funding sources for creative and 
cultural projects, strategic partnerships and the growth of arts and cultural development 
opportunities within the LGA. 
 
The AAC met on 4 June 2025 and the minutes are provided in Attachment A. 
 
The main points discussed by the AAC include: 
 

• New committee members welcomed 

• 2025 Creative Community Grants – summary of outcomes 

• Creatives in the Neighbourhood:  program update 

• Scoping a Creative Hub for Fairfield:  needs and opportunities 

• Development of Artist Directory 

• Consideration of Council-led Eurovision live screening event  
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CONCLUSION 
 
The next AAC meeting will take place on Wednesday 6 August 2025. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Josie Cavallaro 
Community Projects and 
Partnerships Officer 
 
Authorisation: 
Co-ordinator Community Projects and Partnerships 
Manager Social Planning & Community Development 
Director City Planning  
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SUBJECT: Youth Advisory Committee - June 2025   
  

 
FILE NUMBER: 24/14914  
 

 
REPORT BY: Sean Ly, Community Projects and Partnerships Officer 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Minutes and Spotlight Discussion of the Youth Advisory Committee Meeting held 
on Wednesday 4 June 2025 be received and noted. 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
AT-A ⇩  Fairfield Youth Advisory Committee Minutes - 4 June 2025 2 Pages 

AT-B ⇩  Youth Advisory Committee Spotlight Discussion - Civic 
Participation 

3 Pages 

  

 

 
CITY PLAN 
 
This report is linked to Theme 1 Community Wellbeing in the Fairfield City Plan. 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) provides a forum for elected representatives and 
Council officers to engage in meaningful dialogue with young people across Fairfield City.  
The YAC provides young people with the opportunity to contribute to the planning, 
development and implementation of Council’s youth-focused initiatives.  Council also builds 
the capacity of YAC members through workshops and other leadership opportunities 
throughout the year. 
 
The YAC met on Wednesday 4 June 2025 at Council’s Administration Building Wakeley.  
The minutes of the meeting are attached to this report (Attachment A). 
 
Items discussed at this meeting included: 
 

• A short discussion on youth centres as important spaces for young people. 

• A Spotlight Discussion on Civic Participation (Attachment B). 

• A visit from a representative of The Whitlam Institute, a research body within Western 
Sydney University. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
The YAC meetings provide an important platform for young people to share their voice.  
Council strives to ensure that the YAC can also have a greater impact on their local 
community, often through community events, engagement with local stakeholders, youth 
services and participation in community initiatives and events.  The YAC is a strong 
engagement point and valuable resource for Council to engage and consult with young 
people on issues which affect them. 
 
The next and final meeting of the 2024/25 YAC term is scheduled for Wednesday 2 July 
2025 from 5.30pm at Council’s Administration Building Wakeley. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sean Ly 
Community Projects and 
Partnerships Officer 
 
Authorisation: 
Co-ordinator Community Projects and Partnerships 
Manager Social Planning & Community Development 
Director City Planning  
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SUBJECT: Information Report - Heritage Grants Program and Heritage Rate Relief 
Program 2025-2026 Funding Allocation   

  

 
FILE NUMBER: 25/10497, 09/01351  
 

 
REPORT BY: Kerren Ven, Senior Strategic Land Use Planner 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the report be received and noted. 
 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 
There are no supporting documents for this report. 
 

 

 
CITY PLAN 
 
This report is linked to Theme 2 Places and Infrastructure in the Fairfield City Plan. 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
Maintaining the City’s heritage is achieved through a number of initiatives specified in 
Council’s Heritage Strategy, including providing financial support to landowners. 
 
Council’s Heritage Grants Program and Heritage Rate Relief Program are 2 key strategies 
in supporting the maintenance needs of eligible heritage listed items in the City. 
 
Each year, Council writes to owners of heritage listed properties informing them of the 
opening rounds to apply for financial assistance for essential or maintenance works to 
heritage properties, and the expectations (an annual pest inspection and the necessary 
routine maintenance) required to receive a rate subsidy to their property. 
 
The Heritage Grants Program and the Heritage Rate Relief Program for the 2025-26 
financial year are nearing commencement and require Council’s endorsement of its funding 
allocation. 
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A Supplementary Outcomes report will be submitted to the Ordinary Council Meeting 
scheduled for Tuesday 29 July 2025 with a recommendation that Council consider the 
funding allocation of successful heritage grants projects and heritage rate rebates, in 
accordance with Section 377 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kerren Ven 
Senior Strategic Land Use Planner 
 
Authorisation: 
Executive Strategic Planner 
Manager Strategic Land Use Planning 
Director City Planning  
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